
 

 

Brownsville Yacht Club’s 

NNaauuttiiccaall  LLiinneess  
  

9790 Ogle Rd NE #16 Bremerton WA 98311  
 (360) 447-8715 - http://www.brownsvilleyachtclub.org    

 

 

December 2018 

 

 

REMINDER:  Next meeting is on Tuesday December 11th  
 

 

 

 

12/01 
 

12/08 
 

12/11 
 

12/15  
 

12/27 
 

12/31 
 

1/01 
 

1/08 

BVYC Holiday Party and Tree Decoration, 6-11pm 
 

Harbor Decorating, Noon 
 

General Meeting, 7pm (Social, 6:30pm) 
 

Lighted Harbor “Jingle Bell Dock”, 6-8pm 
 

Executive Board Meeting, 6:30pm 

New Year’s Eve Party at Clubhouse  
 

Polar Plunge at Port of Brownsville 

General Meeting, 7pm (Social, 6:30pm) 

 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving Potluck Recap 
 
ONCE AGAIN, the members and guests who attended        
the November potluck meeting walked into a       
clubhouse smelling of turkey, ham, stuffing, gravy, and        
all manner of holiday goodies. Sally Hass had spent         
the entire day prepping and cooking a full        
home-cooked Thanksgiving meal complete with an      
excellent assortment of beverages. It was a wonderful        
meal. Thank you, Sally, once again, for your incredible         
gift to our club. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Please consider bringing items for the food bank...  
there is a donation container conveniently located inside our clubhouse. 
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Welcome to our new members! 
 

At our November general meeting and      
Thanksgiving potluck, BVYC welcomed    
new members, Tim and Tracey Lundberg.      
They enjoy living on their boat at       
Brownsville and have a second boat that       
they use for exploring. Welcome aboard,      
Tracey and Tim! 

 

 

 

Commodore’s Report 

Holiday Greetings Everyone, 

Anticipating the upcoming festive season, at our yacht club and our personal activities, it’s a joy to reflect on                   
my great good fortune of having so many wonderful folks in my life.  

I thought about the very best Christmas I’ve ever had recently. It wasn’t the one where my aunties handed                   
down their trunkful of dance recital costumes, though that was certainly a standout. Or the years we stayed up                   
till early morning hours after the kids went to bed to assemble their bikes, scooters, and whatevers. Sometime                  
in August 2004 I got the harebrained idea to organize a Christmas family reunion of my 5 siblings and their                    
respective families along with my 2 divorced parents at our little 1600 square foot 1928 house in Suquamish.                  
The Lewis family had not been in the same place together for 35 years. Lots had happened during that time.                    
We set about with the ordinary logistics of planned dates, times, travel arrangements and the usual. Now all we                   
had to do was finish the basement guestroom, add another bathroom and set up living and dining                 
arrangements for 26 people with military precision. That’s all. My husband later received a medal for going                 
along with this. A few of our folks lived in the Northwest, but most had to come from California, south and                     
north. Enlisting my eldest child tactics of bribing and bullying, I managed to convince everyone to commit to                  
this event and actually make their travel plans. I’ll spare you the gory details, but somehow we pulled it off.  

Yes, people were stacked up like cord wood in our little house. There was always a line at the bathroom. Kids                     
ran amok. The food and drinks flowed. We laughed and cried, reminiscing as we looked at old photos and                   
talked stories nonstop. Even my parents, long parted from one another were civil. We did everything and                 
nothing. There were just a few rules—be nice or leave and NO gift exchange. There was lots of cooking,                   
eating, playing, joking, and storytelling but no material gifts. It was enough, just being together. Twenty six                 
people altogether and no presents.  

December 2018                                                                                                        Page 2  

Please invite a friend to join Brownsville Yacht Club Today!   



NNaauuttiiccaall  LLiinneess  
My dad passed away four months later in April of 2005. It was the best gift of any Christmas that we’d had one                       
last chance to be together as a family. As wild and messy as it was, it was a beautiful memory beyond                     
measure.  

I wish all of you the best of this season, with lots of love, contentment and good memories in large doses with                      
your friends and family and maybe a little wild mess thrown in for fun. 

We’ve got lots of great activities planned for the membership this holiday. Our first ever Jingle Bell Dock,                  
chaired by our Rear Commodore Laurie and her committee is on tap for December 15th. Put your dancing                  
shoes on and dust off your bell bottoms for our New Year’s Eve 70’s Disco Dance Party. Take the plunge on                     
January 1st in our own marina for Polar Plunge and a good cause, followed by a fundraiser pancake breakfast                   
in the clubhouse.  We do love our fun! 

Happiest of Holidays to all of you, 

Charlene Holmes, Commodore, M/V Miss Marlene 
 

 

Vice Commodore’s Report  
 

Welcome to winter, that magical time when there aren’t enough hours in the day to get all of your outdoor work                     
and projects done and way too much time at night to finish all the paper and office work you were supposed to                     
do all summer but didn’t want to. So far, though, it’s been pretty mild and now time to jump right into the                      
Holiday spirit! 
 
November brought us two new members, please welcome Tracey and Tim Lundberg and Riley G., their 29 foot                  
power boat. 
 
Feel free to invite your friends and people you meet that might make fun members to join our activities and get                     
acquainted with. The more the merrier! 
 
December 15th brings us Jingle Bell Dock. Sign up if you haven’t already and join in. There’s plenty of room                    
and fun for all. 
 

It’s also time to update all of our contact information for the new yearbook. Please email me yours                  
at rearcommodore@brownsvilleyachtclub.org. Please, EVERYONE verify even though we probably have it or I            
will contact you to verify its accuracy. Thanks in advance. 
 
Our other season, ”Not Winter”, will be here soon enough, but, just in time to give us boost, Charlene and I will                      
be hosting a fun filled ‘70s DISCO DANCE PARTY New Year’s Eve at the clubhouse, details to follow, get in                   
shape (or rest up).  We hope to see you there. 

Jim Holmes, Vice Commodore, M/V Miss Marlene 
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Rear Commodore’s Report 
 

Happy Holidays! 
 
Things are going well. We cleaned out the attic and I'm working on organizing the cupboards. A huge Thank                   
You to Sally Haas for getting bowls donated to the club. Let them eat soup! Matt had the outside light installed,                     
so we can see the name on the building. I'm looking into repairing or replacing the banner on the deck. Thanks                     
to everyone for keeping the clubhouse clean, I haven't had any surprises. We need people to sign up to bring                    
refreshments to the meetings, the sign-up sheet is on the board in the kitchen. I hope everyone has a                   
wonderful Holiday, and I'll see you at the meeting. 
 
Clubhouse Fun Fact: The toilet paper and paper towels in the bathroom are supplied by the port. If you find we                     
are out, let the port know and they will get us some. 
 
Christmas Angels: Please have your donations to the club by December 9th. You can leave them on the table                   
inside the door. You can buy gifts, or they will accept gift cards or money to buy things. Let's make this as                      
successful as before! 
 
Jingle Bell Dock: 
These are the people I have signed up: Rich and Laurie, Guy and Carma, Terry and Mary, Ron and Noreen,                    
Jeff Laughlin, Travis and Kim, JT and Carolyn, Bob and Nancy, Glen and Tammy Cox, JR and Tina, Phil and                    
Cathy, and Sweetheart (the boat name). If you don't see your name or you want to participate please let me                    
know. I'd love to tell Matt we need more spaces! Also, any working Christmas lights would be appreciated. We                   
need volunteers the day of the event, and we are starting decorating on December 8 at noon, we'd love any                    
help. Sorry to those who didn't get the flyer attachment.  I will leave one in the clubhouse for everyone to see. 
 

Laurie Irvin, Rear Commodore, M/V Emerald Isle 
 

 
 
 

 

 

New Year’s Eve 
 

Don’t miss out on the ‘70s Disco Dance        
Party on New Year’s Eve at the       
clubhouse. Watch your email for more      
information! 
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Our Friends at Kingston Cove Yacht Club ... 
 
have issued an invitation to our club members to join in The Port of Kingston’s               
holiday festivities. The opening event is on the same day as our Christmas Party              
(December 1st), but their harbor is lit up from dusk to dawn all during the month                
of December. Come on down and enjoy the 500,000 lights! 

 
 

 

 

A lot of Christmas stories were told at the annual Christmas party up at the club.                
Which ones were true or not remain a mystery… not really sure if Santa truly left                
coal in a little boy’s special stocking, or that a vintage handmade ornament from              
the nineteenth century REALLY had an electronic voice, OR that a super-chill            
lector actually DID knock down a 20 feet tall Christmas tree right during             
Christmas High Mass.  
Maybe these were ghostly stories concocted from the holiday spirit flowing           
through the clubhouse that night… super fascinating, nonetheless.  

 
 

 

  

  
  

Boating Safety 
 
Here are 10 basic boating safety tips to help you stay safe: 

1. Be Weather-Wise 
2. Follow a Pre-Departure Checklist 
3. Use Common Sense 
4. Designate an Assistant Skipper 
5. Develop a Float Plan 
6. Make Proper Use of Lifejackets 
7. Avoid Alcohol 
8. Learn to Swim 
9. Take a Boating Course 
10. Consider a Free Vessel Safety Check 

 
This month: #6. Make Proper Use of Lifejackets 
 
Did you know that the majority of drowning victims are the result 
of boaters not wearing their lifejackets? Make sure that your 
family and friends aren’t part of this statistic by assigning and 
fitting each member of your onboard team with a life jacket prior 
to departure. Wear it! 
https://www.discoverboating.com/ownership/safety/tips 

 

December 2018                                                                                                        Page 5  

Please invite a friend to join Brownsville Yacht Club Today!   

http://www.discoverboating.com/resources/pfd.aspx
https://www.discoverboating.com/ownership/safety/tips


NNaauuttiiccaall  LLiinneess  
 

 

     Christmas Party Recap 
 

Our annual Christmas party was held on Saturday, December 1st. It started off with Commodore Charlene’s                
vast array of holiday snacks and warm beverages. Truly scrumptious! Then the clubhouse tree was decorated                
by many willing hands. Angel tree gift donations piled up for delivery to families in need. Finally, our                  
commodore led all members and guests into a fun social where stories were shared about favorite decorations                 
and/or memories. Paul Altman, Terry Asla, and Dianne Brooks-Stephens were three top “winners”, although              
every story was wonderful.  
 

 

 

 

Big Brown Dog Studio 
 
Lori Parvis put on an excellent presentation at the November general           
meeting about her donation of machine embroidery projects for the club           
store. She is also willing to work with members on individual machine            
embroidery projects. Please send your email inquiries to Lori at          
bigbrowndogstudio@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

          2019 BVYC Cruises 
 

 

   

 

Dates 
 
March 16-18 

April 26-28 

May 24-27 

June 21-23 

July 19-21 

Aug 30-Sept 2 

Oct 4-6 

Marina 
 
Port of Bremerton 

Port of Edmonds 

Gig Harbor 

Bell Harbor Marina  

Port Ludlow Resort 
 

Dock Street Tacoma

Port of S. Whidbey Langley 

Hosts 
 
Rich and Laurie 

 
Liz and Mark 

 
Open 

 
Open 

 
Open 

 
Open 

 
Liz and Mark 
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Christmas Angels 
 

As you hopefully know the Christmas Angels have changed how they do            

things this year. Instead of giving us a list of children, they just want us to                

buy what we think is best. The plan is to have the parents "shop" for the                

presents for their kids. Some ideas are: sports equipment, clothes, games,           

books, craft supplies, jewelry, etc. We need all the presents (unwrapped,           

please) delivered to the yacht club by December 10. 

 

Thank you for doing this! 

Laurie Irvin and Mary Johnson, Christmas Angels 

 

 
 

  
We had a very high tide today (November 29) so I googled Seattle Tides and Currents - The NOAA web 
page shows a nice comparison of the predicted tide curve in black and actual tide level in red.  Other 
members may be interested in the link.  http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov  
 

Art Schick 

 
 

  
 

BVYC’s Classified AdsBVYC’s Classified Ads  
  

  
Standard Horizon Matrix AIS/GPS GX2200 VHF $100. Unit was factory serviced in April             
2018 and software upgraded to current version 5.0. Includes 8ft Shakespeare 6db antenna.             
Contact: Paul Altman, 7958 SE Birdsong Way, Olalla, WA 98359, (253) 858-0234,            
paulaltman@centurytel.net  
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Garmin GPSMAP 440 Chart plotter $50. Contact: Paul Altman, 7958 SE Birdsong Way, 
Olalla, WA 98359, (253) 858-0234, paulaltman@centurytel.net

 

  
Garmin 17x GPS with WAAS $50. With pole-mount base. This is not just an antenna, but a                 
complete NMEA 183 GPS. Contact: Paul Altman, 7958 SE Birdsong Way, Olalla, WA             
98359, (253) 858-0234, paulaltman@centurytel. net  

 

 
Furuno LS-4100 5” Echo Sounder $25  Requires  a 10 pin Furuno transducer appropriate for 
the type of boat, such as this one on eBay: 
https://www.ebay.com/itm/Furuno-525T-PWD-Plastic-TM-Transom-Mount-Transducer-with-Temp-600
W-10-Pin-50-200/252403923769?epid=20009498874&hash=item3ac4723b39:g:6s8AAOSw7ehXR5
OU:rk:9:pf:0  Contact: Paul Altman, 7958 SE Birdsong Way, Olalla, WA 98359, (253) 
858-0234, paulaltman@centurytel. net  
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Reindeer Cookies 

 

1 cup butter, softened 
1 ¼ cup sugar 
1 cup light brown sugar, packed 
1 cup peanut butter 
2 large eggs 
1 tsp vanilla extract 

½ tsp salt 
3 cups flour 
2 tsp baking soda 
48 small pretzels (sticks and twists) 
72 m & m’s and/or chocolate chips 
Sugar, for sprinkling 

 

Preheat oven to 375°F. 
 
Beat butter, sugars, peanut butter, eggs, vanilla extract, and salt together in a bowl 
until smooth. Stir flour and baking soda into butter mixture until well blended. 
 
Roll dough into 30 balls, about 1 tablespoon each. Flatten each ball and shape into 
an upside-down triangle. Arrange cookies on baking sheet with enough space for 
pretzel antlers. 
 
Press two pretzels into the two top corners of each cookie dough triangle to create 
the antlers. You may try breaking some of the pretzels so the reindeer have 
different shapes to their antlers. Press two candies or chocolate chips into the 
center of each triangle to make the eyes, and one red M&M candy on the bottom of 
the triangle for a Rudolph nose. Sprinkle reindeer faces with a pinch of Organic 
Turbinado Sugar. 
 
Bake in oven until cookies are golden brown, 10 to 15 minutes. 
Yield – About 30 cookies 
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Contact Information   
 
Commodore: commodore@brownsvilleyachtclub.org  
Vice Commodore: vicecommodore@brownsvilleyachtclub.org  
Rear Commodore: rearcommodore@brownsvilleyachtclub.org  
Fleet Captain: fleetcommittee@brownsvilleyachtclub.org  
Secretary: secretary@brownsvilleyachtclub.org 
Treasurer: treasurer@brownsvilleyachtclub.org 
Newsletter: newsletter@brownsvilleyachtclub.org 
BVYC Address: 9790 Ogle Rd NE, #16, Bremerton, WA 98311 
BVYC Facebook: Brownsville Yacht Club 
BVYC Phone: (360) 447-8715 
BVYC Website: www.brownsvilleyachtclub.org 
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